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Whom do you seek? 
The questions of Jesus: And which of you by worrying can add a single hour onto your life? 

Matthew 6:27 

Esther 3:13-14; 4:6-17  Letters were sent by couriers to all the royal provinces, to destroy, kill 
and annihilate all the Jews, young and old, including women and children in one day, the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, Adar, and to seize their goods as spoil. A copy of the decree 
to be promulgated as law in every province was published to all the peoples, that they might be 
prepared for that day… So Hathach (summoned by Esther) went out to Mordecai in the public 
square in front of the royal gate, and Mordecai recounted all that had happened to him, as well 
as the exact amount of silver Haman had promised to pay to the royal treasury for the slaughter 
of the Jews. He also gave him a copy of the written decree for their destruction that had been 
promulgated in Susa, to show and explain to Esther. Hathach was to instruct her to go to the 
king and to plead and intercede with him on behalf of her people. 

Hathach returned to Esther and told her what Mordecai had said. Then Esther replied to 
Hathach and gave him this message for Mordecai: “All the servants of the king and the people 
of his provinces know that any man or woman who goes to the king in the inner court without 
being summoned is subject to the same law—death. Only if the king extends the golden scepter 
will such a person live. Now as for me, I have not been summoned to the king for thirty days.”  

When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he had this reply brought to her: “Do not 
imagine that you are safe in the king’s palace, you alone of all the Jews. Even if you now remain 
silent, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source; but you and your 
father’s house will perish. Who knows—perhaps it was for a time like this that you became 
queen?”  

Esther sent back to Mordecai the response: “Go and assemble all the Jews who are in Susa; fast 
on my behalf, all of you, not eating or drinking night or day for three days. I and my maids will 
also fast in the same way. Thus prepared, I will go to the king, contrary to the law. If I perish, I 
perish!” Mordecai went away and did exactly as Esther had commanded.  

 
 
 
Men and women don’t always like to follow God’s advice, thinking they might know better 
what’s best for them, as we saw in the Fall. The gift of free will has gotten man in deep trouble 
over and over again. Because God loves his people, from that moment he has continually 
shown the way to be re-united to him. 
 
The Old Testament is replete with examples of God’s desire to save us from ourselves. As time 
progressed from the rebellion of Adam and Eve we see more clearly that his plan of final 
redemption has been at work. His people only need to set themselves aside and seek first his 
righteousness and his will. 
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Jesus is Righteousness. We witnessed him put the final clamp on the power of evil and death in 
the world when at the cross he spoke, “It is finished.”  Immediately he descended into hell and 
on the third day he rose victorious to prove that statement. When we accept this work done for 
us, we share his victory. 
 
Queen Esther shows how great this plan of redemption can look. For three days, she and the 
Jews of the land denied themselves through fasting. In deep prayer they surrendered their will 
to God, whom they sought first and above all. And they were delivered from the hand of the 
enemy. 
 
When I feel like the enemy has control over parts of my life, I like to overcome that feeling by 
doing this: For three days, I surrender to God through fasting or, at the least, by denying myself 
several simple pleasures. I pray three times a day during that time, releasing to Father all the 
worries and concerns and things I know are out of order. At the end of three days, everything in 
life isn’t ‘fixed.’ But my soul is assured of who has the final victory. And my peace does pass all 
understanding because I have sought Jesus above all. And that is enough. 
 
 
 
Reflection: 
When have you experienced a desperate need for God’s intervention like Queen Esther and her 
people? What did you do to seek Him? How did God intervene for you? 
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