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Gospel Reflection 
 
John 15:26-27; 16:12-15 
Jesus said to his disciples: 

"When the Advocate comes whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth that 

proceeds from the Father, he will testify to me. And you also testify, because you have been with 

me from the beginning. 

 

"I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, 

he will guide you to all truth. He will not speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and 

will declare to you the things that are coming. He will glorify me, because he will take from what 

is mine and declare it to you. Everything that the Father has is mine; for this reason I told you 

that he will take from what is mine and declare it to you." 

Here ends the reading 
 
 
When the disciples heard these words by the One they had followed and believed for three 
years, they were likely distressed and confused. He was leaving? But sending someone from the 
Father who would (continue to) counsel them in Truth? What does all of this mean? 
 
Later, in chapter 20, John tells us that when Jesus appeared to them after his resurrection, he 
breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit, and to receive the power to forgive sins. Did they 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit at that moment and then the full manifestation of the Spirit 
at the Feast of Pentecost with all the others, as described in Acts 2:1-11? We cannot really 
know, though theologians have wrestled with that understanding and have come to some 
conclusions which may or may not be hard and fast. Likely both events blended into one 
powerful explosion of the Holy Spirit and it probably didn’t matter to the disciples to decipher 
them. 
 
What we do know is that God is One – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And we cannot have a 
relationship with only one person of his Holy Trinity. What we also know is that the power of 
God is made manifest in each of those baptized in the name of God – Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 
 
When I pray the third Glorious Mystery of the Rosary, my mind’s eye swirls together the visions 
of Jesus breathing power to his disciples and the people receiving the Spirit - manifested as 
flames dancing above their heads with the language of God pouring from their mouths. I 
breathe deeply and then, in my mind, I dance with them. When I envision this, even if for a 
moment, I am filled with a tingling sensation through my body as a wave of thanksgiving 
washes over me.  
 



For it is when I surrender all of me to the power of the Holy Spirit that I witness his Counsel in 
every decision – minor and major – that I make that day. I witness his words coming forth from 
me as I comfort a friend in need, when my mind cannot conjure one good thing to say. On that 
day, I walk in confidence that is not my own. There is a security in my soul that he is guiding me. 
And a thrill that God, the Creator of the all things known and unknown, is alive and active in 
me! 
 
When the sun rises, and I surrender to the Holy Spirit all that I am and all that I have, when I 
surrender my decisions and relationships, my business and my writing, and my prayers for the 
hundreds on my list, I discover peace within. On those days I am hopeful that I present Him 
more clearly to the world around me. Perhaps one person I encounter that day thought more 
about Jesus and desired more of Him in their life, too. I know I have given glory to God through 
my words and actions, in as much as my humanity has allowed or is able. And I am more certain 
that my path is more straight than crooked - by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
 
To Jesus through Mary 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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