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Gospel Reflection 
 
Mark 4:26-34 Jesus said to the crowds: “This is how it is with the kingdom of God; it is as if a man were to 

scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise night and day and through it all the seed would sprout and 

grow, he knows not how. Of its own accord the land yields fruit, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain 

in the ear. And when the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once, for the harvest has come.” 

He said, “To what shall we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable can we use for it? It is like a mustard 

seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it 

springs up and becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky can 

dwell in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them as they were able to understand it. Without parables he did 

not speak to them, but to his own disciples he explained everything in private. 

Here ends the reading. 

 
I live in the Kingdom of God. We all do. But it is those who recognize the prophecies fulfilled in Jesus that are 
most aware of that fact. I am part of the kingdom of God because I am part of the Body of Christ. Which part 
do I play? 
Am I seed scattered that grows I know not how? Do I scatter seeds of love in the lives of people on my path 
and hope for it to take root by God’s grace? Am I a mustard seed that allows the sun and rain to nourish me?  
And if I allow myself to be nurtured and grow as a great tree in the garden of life, do I also open my branches 
as a haven for those seeking God in His kingdom, drawing them to my branches as I treat them with respect 
and dignity and in the way I live? If I have any faith at all I will seek Him where he can be found and allow him 
to water and prune me when I’ve hidden in the shade and am not as strong as I could be.  
How can I be used by God if I don’t allow him to nourish me and change me? All the good I might do is shallow 
if not from a heart that is growing in the Lord. Why? Because my heart would not be firmly rooted in 
understanding and wisdom.  
So how do I let Him work through me? By taking time each day for prayer and by surrender to the will of God. 
By participating in the Sacraments, especially the Mass (daily if at all possible) and Reconciliation. By learning 
about the saints who have gone before me, through books and even movies. By reading extra works of the 
Church like encyclicals.  
How do these activities impact the way I live? Together all of these actions will free me of myself and allow the 
Holy Spirit to think and act and work through me that I might live the Kingdom of God. It is through these 
actions that I learn to know His voice. And then, when I hear the voice within, I know whose it is that desires to 
lead my every action and thought, and I follow with confidence and peace. 
If I have any faith at all, it should remind me that to whom much is given, much is required. As he feeds me 
and nourishes me, I am called to feed and nourish those I encounter in my journey on earth in order to attract 
them to Him. I do that by placing the needs of others before my own and by teaching when called to teach, if 
only through my actions. When I live as one desiring to be like Jesus whom I follow, I am living the 
proclamation, “The Kingdom of God is at hand.” 
 
To Jesus, through Mary, 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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