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Gospel Reflection 
 
 
Luke 1:57-66, 80 When the time arrived for Elizabeth to have her child she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors 

and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy toward her, and they rejoiced with her. When they 

came on the eighth day to circumcise the child, they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his 

mother said in reply, "No. He will be called John." 

But they answered her, "There is no one among your relatives who has this name." 

So they made signs, asking his father what he wished him to be called. 

He asked for a tablet and wrote, "John is his name," and all were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened, 

his tongue freed, and he spoke blessing God. 

Then fear came upon all their neighbors, and all these matters were discussed throughout the hill country of 

Judea. All who heard these things took them to heart, saying, "What, then, will this child be?" For surely the 

hand of the Lord was with him. 

The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the desert until the day of his manifestation to Israel. 

 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
What has happened in this passage? If we return to chapter 1, verses 5 to 22, we see the reason Zechariah 
needed a tablet to convey his stamp on the name John that Elizabeth spoke to their friends.  Many months 
earlier Zechariah had questioned God’s pronouncement that old Elizabeth would bear a child. It was hard for 
him to imagine how two elderly people could bring a child into the world. As a result of his doubt, his ability to 
communicate easily was greatly inhibited. His doubt could very well have stood in the way of God’s will. 
Fortunately, God over-rode Zechariah’s doubt and enacted his will. 
 
When it was time for the child to be named by his father, Zechariah had learned his lesson and declared to the 
people gathered the name given him by the angel. Immediately, with doubt behind him, and the proclamation 
of God’s will, he regained his voice. His first words? Blessings to God. God’s response?  “The child grew and 
became strong in spirit.” 
 
Decades ago we moved cross country to Texas for a new job for my husband. We no sooner arrived when he 
was told the company was on the brink of financial disaster and he would soon be unemployed. 18 months 
later he was just that. A friend at a prayer meeting said he felt God wanted Ed to tell him the true desire of his 
heart. The Spirit quickened in Ed and he immediately spoke, “I want to pastor a small church of eight people in 
the mountains.”  
 
Well, that’s crazy, I thought. How could that happen and if it did, how could a church that size support our 
family of five?  
 
Fortunately for me, God did not take my speech away for doubting. After four months of countless resume 
submissions, a church called Ed to pastor. This little church was situated in what New Jersey calls mountains 
and had eight adult members.  
 



My husband had more faith than me that the words he spoke were those the Holy Spirit had placed in his 
heart. I was reminded that, “With God all things are possible.” I blessed God. And in that place we did grow 
very strong in spirit. 
 
To Jesus, through Mary, 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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