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Mark 6:1-6 Jesus departed from there and came to his native place, accompanied by his 
disciples. When the Sabbath came he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 
were astonished.  They said, “Where did this man get all this?  What kind of wisdom has been 
given him?  What mighty deeds are wrought by his hands!  Is he not the carpenter, the son of 
Mary, and the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?  And are not his sisters here 
with us?”  And they took offense at him.  
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his native place and among his 
own kin and in his own house.”  So he was not able to perform any mighty deed there, apart 
from curing a few sick people by laying his hands on them. He was amazed at their lack of faith. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you ever wonder if Jesus can have compassion for all of our sadness and pain?  
 
In 1980, I moved permanently from the town where I grew up. I have contact with few there 
now – many friends and family members have either moved away or died, others I’ve just lost 
touch with. For those facts, my awareness of the conundrum I am about to share is not as great 
today. But here it is: over these 38 years the people from my past have often spoken in words 
or actions that tell me they still believe I am that same person I was in those growing up years, 
with the same faults and difficulties.  
 
The fact is that I have changed. I have grown. I am not the same person. I have finally found the 
path that will lead to all that God has intended for me since before my birth. To walk this path 
takes tremendous courage and hope and forgiveness and cleansing of my heart – much ongoing 
change in thoughts and attitudes and actions. But all of this change is of no matter to many 
from my native place. To them I am still walking in the old sins and frailties. Where can I turn 
for help and compassion? I turn to Jesus. 
 
This Scripture passage reminds us that Jesus always knows our pain and sadness. He has 
experienced them all. And he can and will walk with us to heal us and deliver us from all that 
causes pain.  
 



If you have ever experienced people not recognizing the changes in you, what did that feel like? 
Here is a way to soothe and encourage you: Cry out to Jesus when people do not acknowledge 
your growth. He is our refuge in all things. 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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