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Mark 6:7-13 Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits. He instructed them to take nothing for the journey but a 
walking stick - no food, no sack, no money in their belts.  They were, however, to wear sandals 
but not a second tunic.  
He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave. Whatever place does 
not welcome you or listen to you, leave there and shake the dust off your feet in testimony 
against them.”  
So they went off and preached repentance.  The Twelve drove out many demons, and they 
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
The two by two story often makes me pause to question, why two? Were no more needed in 
each village? Why not at least three?  
 
Today I am reminded of the Most Holy Trinity. Father, Son and Holy Spirit are One in 
relationship with one another. It is not possible for any one part to exist without the other. In 
that bound relationship, Trinity is Love.  
 
The Trinity can be our model for living and loving. We are created in the Image and likeness of 
God, created to live and love - in relationship. We cannot go about serving him and living the 
fullness of life as he desires for us if we go about life alone. 
 
But the Trinity is Three in One. These disciples were sent in sets of two. I recall Jesus’ words, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in their midst.” They had Jesus with 
them – even before his Ascension and the outpouring of the power of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost because with God yesterday, today and forever are the same. This leads to the 
actuality that their ministry of two was conducted in relationship with the One who is Love. 
 
When my husband pastored a tiny church in the woods, we were a team. Though neither of us 
ever desired that I serve as co-pastor in any capacity, we still both knew that in our individual 
callings to that church, we needed the physical, emotional and prayer support of one another. 
And we were fully aware that we could not have ministered effectively, even as two, if we did 



not keep Jesus in our center. Jesus was in our center publicly in ministry and privately within 
our marriage. 
 
Now my husband is ordained to Holy Orders in the Roman Catholic Church. No longer do we 
specifically minister as a team of two bound in Jesus. My husband’s ministry team consists of 
his brother priests and the deacons and religious who are set apart to serve The Church, all of 
whom are bound by and in Jesus. I am thankful that now I walk alongside, and sometimes 
behind, as the prayerful support this man needs every breathing moment. 
 
Our marriage continues to be our shared vocation. We could not grow in our love for one 
another and learn to serve one another better were it not for Jesus in our midst. We are sent as 
two in his name. But, really, three. 
 
In your calling, who are you bound to Jesus with? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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