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17 Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 29, 2018 

Gospel Reflection 
 

 
John: 6:1-15 
Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd followed him, because they saw the signs he 
was performing on the sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his 
disciples. The Jewish feast of Passover was near.  
When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip, 
"Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?" He said this to test him, because he himself 
knew what he was going to do.  
Philip answered him, "Two hundred days' wages worth of food would not be enough for each of 
them to have a little."  
One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him, "There is a boy here who 
has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so many?"  
Jesus said, "Have the people recline."  
Now there was a great deal of grass in that place. So the men reclined, about five thousand in 
number.  
Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were reclining, and 
also as much of the fish as they wanted.  
When they had had their fill, he said to his disciples, "Gather the fragments left over, so that 
nothing will be wasted."  
So they collected them, and filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments from the five barley 
loaves that had been more than they could eat.  
When the people saw the sign he had done, they said, "This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to 
come into the world."  
Since Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off to make him king, he withdrew 
again to the mountain alone. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
Several years ago I participated in a prayer workshop through our local Ignatian Spirituality 
Center. I fell in love with one method taught, Imaginative Prayer, where I placed myself into a 
Scripture passage.  
 
After I had prayed this way through three or four Gospel passages, all of which I wrote out as 
stories, my husband said, “I think you’re writing a book.”  
 
My reply? “Not a chance.” 
 
But as I continued writing through Ignatian Imaginative Prayer, I cautiously began to think he 
might be right. I was cautious because I had never written anything similar, and felt completely 
inadequate and under-equipped for the process.   I prayed something like this, “Lord, do you 
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really have a plan for a book here? Because, in all honesty, if you want me to write a book of 
stories, as though they are written by the people who encountered your Son when he walked 
the earth, you’ll have to do the writing. I am nothing. I have little to offer you but my 
imagination and willingness.” 
 
I offered up the book idea to God for his will to be done. Then I made a plan, which was to write 
seven stories, one for each day of the week. But then I wrote 10. Okay, I will round it up to two 
weeks’ worth. And I wrote 20. In the end, I wrote 36 devotional stories. To enrich them, I added 
accuracy to the culture, geography, and political and religious atmosphere of the era. By 
including historical realism, the project time increased dramatically. I remember continually 
saying in my heart, “Oh, God. I’ve never done this before. I’m just me. Will I really be able to 
complete this?” 
 
All I could do, each time I sat down to research or write, was offer it up to Him, give thanks, and 
get to work. When the book was completed, I was grateful that I had opened myself to trusting 
God to take the little I am and make something great. I knew he had worked a miracle. 
 
This passage reminds me that God knows the end from the beginning. When my heart places 
something before me that I can’t envision the working of, I only need to offer it up and trust. He 
will use a little boy’s lunch to feed the hungry or he will use little me to write a book that 
changes the lives of every reader.  
 
How has he used you to make a difference in the world around you? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
 

©2018 by Lumen Christi Press 
Grandview, Missouri, USA 

All rights reserved. 
No part of this material may be used or reproduced in any manner without written permission except in the case of 

brief quotations embodied in critical articles and review. 
 
 


