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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
Gospel Reflection 
August 12, 2018 

 
 

 
John 6:41-51 The Jews murmured about Jesus because he said, "I am the bread that came down 
from heaven,” and they said, 
 
"Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph? Do we not know his father and mother? Then how can he 
say, 'I have come down from heaven'?"  
 
Jesus answered and said to them, "Stop murmuring among yourselves. No one can come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day. It is written in the 
prophets: They shall all be taught by God. Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from 
him comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has 
seen the Father. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of 
life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes 
down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh 
for the life of the world." 
 
Here ends the reading of the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
I’ve seen cute memes over the years, with adorable five year olds showing us variations of, “All 
I ever needed for life I learned in kindergarten.” These are an outgrowth, most likely, from the 
1988 book by Robert Fulghum. A few quotes from his book are: “Share everything. Play fair. 
Don’t hit people. Wash your hands before you eat.” The concept is clever and wise. After all, 
our hearts and minds are being formed before age seven. Assuming good life axioms are 
taught, then, yes, we might learn all we need in Kindergarten. 
 
But Jesus says more. He says, “They shall all be taught by God.” If God were our kindergarten 
teacher, what would he teach us as we sat in his classroom, the throne room?  
 
I think he would teach us the 10 Commandments and he would show us practical, life 
application of them. We know that if we all lived by those rules, the world would be a much 
better place.  
 
He wouldn’t stop there. God would teach us who the Son is. And God the Son would say, “The 
greatest of all the commandments is this, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 



 2 

with all your mind and with all your soul. And the second is like it, you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 
The greatest rules for life are all about Love. 
 
“But,” the kindergartener might ask, “exactly what is Love?”  
 
God would teach that they, the Trinity, are Love. The Son showed the world, in person, what 
Love is all about and the way to eternal joy.  
 
“What does that mean? How did he show us Love?” 
 
Jesus showed the world through his actions of compassion, kindness, and forgiveness. He 
showed us Love through his sacrifice for all the people in the world. In Jesus we see that fear 
and hate cannot exist where Love abides. Love conquers all. 
 
Truly in this kindergarten class we would have learned all we need for a good life because 
everyone who listens to God, comes to Jesus. 
 
If God had been your kindergarten teacher, what would you have asked him? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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