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Year B 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
Gospel Reflection 
August 26, 2018 

 
 
 
John 6:60-69    Many of Jesus' disciples who were listening said, "This saying is hard; who can 
accept it?" 
Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them, "Does this shock 
you? What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit 
that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and life. 
But there are some of you who do not believe." Jesus knew from the beginning the ones who 
would not believe and the one who would betray him.  And he said, "For this reason I have told 
you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by my Father." 
 
As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?"   
 
Simon Peter answered him, "Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  
We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God." 
 
Here ends the reading of the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
I was raised in the Presbyterian Church by Godly, moral parents. Church life was as important to 
me as family life. But in my twenties, I stopped participating in church life. When I was 28, I 
considered leaving all of life behind me. God’s Grace intervened. I am living proof of the 
Proverb, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it.” I considered leaving this world because of the life I had made, not the life God intended for 
me. I ran back to Jesus, the one whose words of everlasting life had been lived by example and 
taught all through my youth. 
 
In 1999, I made a commitment to the fullness of my faith in my desire to enter the Catholic 
Church. Not long before that glorious day in April 2000, a painful scandal within the Church was 
brought to the public. My Protestant friends asked, “Now what will you do?”  
 
By then I had studied Church history and the Catechism to know firmly that my decision was 
God’s plan. My constant reply to this repeated question was: I do not enter the Catholic Church 
from a yearning to join or follow people. I understand now that if I desire my faith to be planted 
where it can grow fully and deeply, that place is the Catholic Church. I know now that Jesus 
began the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church when he gave the keys of the Kingdom to 
Peter. I know that Peter was the first Pope and that the Holy Spirit has protected that lineage. I 
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also know that the deposit of faith – which includes faith in all the hard sayings of Jesus – has 
also been protected by the Holy Spirit for 2,000 years, regardless of any human failures. I enter 
the Church for these reasons. 
 
During the last 18 years, I have experienced a few of my own dark nights of the soul. In those 
times I want to claw my way out of that lonely place; and the question that always arises within 
me is: Now what will you do?  
 
Because of my heart’s constant quest for Truth, even in the midst of darkness, my answer is 
always similar to Peter’s: To whom shall I go? I could never return to my former way of living for 
it is here that I have discovered life that only the Spirit can give. I have discovered that here in 
this Church the words of eternal life are protected. I have come to believe and am convinced 
that Jesus is the Holy One of God.  
 
At my answer, the shadows lift and the Light returns to my soul and I am at peace. 
 
If you have ever experienced a dark night of the soul, how did you re-discover the Light? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary, 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
 
 
 
 
 

©2018 by Lumen Christi Press 
Grandview, Missouri, USA 

All rights reserved. 
No part of this material may be used or reproduced in any manner without written permission except in the case of 

brief quotations embodied in critical articles and review. 


