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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
Gospel Reflection 

September 16, 2018 
 
 
 
 
Mark 8:27-35  
Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi.  Along the way he asked his 
disciples, "Who do people say that I am?"  
They said in reply, "John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of the prophets."  
And he asked them, "But who do you say that I am?"  
Peter said to him in reply, "You are the Christ."  
Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days.  He spoke this openly.  
Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  At this he turned around and, looking at 
his disciples, rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan.  You are thinking not as God does, 
but as human beings do." 
He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, "Whoever wishes to come after me 
must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it." 
 
Here ends the reading of the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
Jesus asks me, “And who do you say that I am?” 
 
“You are the Christ, the Holy One of God and Messiah. You are the Savior, the King of kings.” 
How can I reply with such boldness? Because I remember my life before I could honestly reply 
with surety and I know life after that time. 
 
Before, I was as one who washed the outside, but allowed filth to remain inside. I went to 
church regularly and participated in many ministries. At the same time, I knowingly broke 
commandments. Misery and sadness were my constant companions. I was weighed down by 
guilt, for my heart knew the path I should choose. 
 
When I ran back to Jesus, it was then that I declared who he was and is. I proclaimed his Person 
and I knew freedom. Freedom from the heaviness of intentional sin, freedom from sin 
unconfessed and unforgiven.  
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Soon after my return I learned that the first and greatest commandment is this: I shall love the 
Lord my God with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my strength. And the second 
commandment is like it: I shall love my neighbor as myself. I began to desire to live these two 
great commandments. And Jesus began to change me. I began to allow him to cleanse the 
thoughts of my heart. Slowly, the outside and the inside of me began to sync according to His 
Grace.  
 
I am not yet wholly clean. I never will be on this earth. But through the graces of Reconciliation, 
his forgiveness gives me a fresh start with a heart white as snow. And each time, I grow and 
love more in his name. 
 
When you have made a stand for Jesus – in your heart – what changes in your life did you begin 
to enjoy?  
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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