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Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 At that time, John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone driving out 
demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us." 
Jesus replied, "Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name 
who can at the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us is for us. Anyone who 
gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ,  amen, I say to you, will surely 
not lose his reward. 
"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a 
great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into 
Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for 
you to enter into life crippled than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna. And if your eye 
causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched.’” 
 
Here ends the reading of the Gospel. 
 
 
In my early days of walking in faith, I thought I was ‘safe’ from the sin of causing a little one to 
sin.  But maturity in faith is so much about revelation of self by the Holy Spirit. I soon learned 
that I am capable of committing any and all sin. 
 
When we first started homeschooling our daughters, I had a huge awakening of how my actions 
could affect who they became. I had always been as wise as I knew how in my words and 
actions when they were present. But having had all three in all-day school for two years, I also 
had some time to relax (by now they were in first, third and ninth grades). I could procrastinate 
with no one really knowing. I could eat anything with my hands when it might be more proper 
to eat some foods with utensils.  I could be lazy for an entire afternoon for no good reason. 
Summer breaks were different because we relaxed and played together. But when we were 
together 24/7 after Summer, at ages they could easily learn through observation, I suddenly 
became more aware that my actions, if not carefully considered, could actually be part of sin 
formation in their lives.  
 
At some point in my life, I realized that in this passage Jesus wasn’t necessarily talking about 
little ones in age. He could very well have been talking about those young in their faith. 
 
Children usually desire to walk just because they see others doing so. And when a child does 
learn, their confidence will gain quickly if they learn among people who help, guide or watch 
where their little feet take them.  As their steps get steadier, their bodies instinctively know it’s 



time to focus on the next step in growing up. Imagine if a child were surrounded by only those 
who crawl. He might learn to walk naturally, anyway, but how would he know to desire it 
sooner? And what if each day he was met with people who knocked him down at each 
tentative step, or let him walk off a proverbial cliff? How long would it take him to gain 
confidence and master the skill? How long before the next step in growing up could begin? 
 
Not only do I have a responsibility to lead people to Jesus through my acts of lovingkindness. I 
also have a responsibility to help people grow in their faith. All of my actions are being 
observed – not just by God – but by those he is calling to be his disciples. If my actions are not 
intentional, I could easily lead one to sin. 
 

Lord, guide my every word and step that I may only be a help to those you call. Amen. 
 
When do you find yourself most aware of the responsibility to act as one who has made Jesus 
first in your life? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary, 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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