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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 14, 2018 
Gospel Reflection 

 
 
Mark 10:17-27 As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down before him, and 
asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  
Jesus answered him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 
You know the commandments:  
You shall not kill; 
you shall not commit adultery; 
you shall not steal; 
you shall not bear false witness; 
you shall not defraud; 
honor your father and your mother." 
He replied and said to him, "Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth." 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, "You are lacking in one thing.  Go, sell what 
you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 
At that statement his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter 
the kingdom of God!" 
The disciples were amazed at his words.  
So Jesus again said to them in reply, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God."  
They were exceedingly astonished and said among themselves, "Then who can be saved?" 
Jesus looked at them and said, "For human beings it is impossible, but not for God. All things 
are possible for God." 
 
Here ends the Gospel reading. 
 
 
When my husband was called to pastor a little two-room church in the woods of northwest 
New Jersey, our family sacrificed much. First, we moved from a spacious, ranch-level and 
centrally air-conditioned home in Texas to a tiny four bedroom cape cod, with no air 
conditioning. We left a two-car garage behind and for seven years parked our cars under a 
canopy of trees. We went from city water and sewer to well-water and septic, which only really 
mattered during snow storms and blizzards of which there were many during that time. Our 
daughters left excellent schools that they loved to attend a hostile-to-Christian public schools. 
We also exchanged a decent salary for $50 per week, plus housing, for every family need. We 
were willing to leave much behind to follow Jesus’s leading to that place. During Ed’s pastorate, 
the church grew in numbers and faith, our children had the tremendous experience to play in 
the woods and horse farms and streams that surrounded our home, we seemed never to be 
sick so that our uninsured doctor visits totaled about four in the entire tenure, we were able to 
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put gas in the car and pay its insurance, we always had food on the table and we never dressed 
in rags. We were living proof that with God all things are possible.  
 
We have not been called to live that sacrificial lifestyle since. In fact, when we moved from New 
Jersey to Kansas City we told ourselves that to continue to live as austerely was right because, 
again, it was for God’s work. However, it was not how God wanted us to deny ourselves at that 
time; the three years we lived in that state were some of the most painful years of our 
marriage, in every way. Even though sacrificing for Him is always good, we learned the 
importance of hearing God’s voice as to specifics. 
 
We have abstained from self-indulgence in many other ways, as in letting go of or not acquiring 
more ‘stuff,’ any of which may seem reasonable to procure or hang onto. We do this knowing 
full well that our reason is because over and above all else, we love Jesus and his two great 
commandments. Whenever we are faced with decisions to serve him first and trust him more, 
we are at perfect peace. 
 
When have you experienced God’s hand in the midst of seemingly impossible situations? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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