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Mark 10:35-45 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to him, "Teacher, 
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you."  
He replied, "What do you wish me to do for you?"  
They answered him, "Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your 
left."  
Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking.  Can you drink the cup that I drink 
or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?"  
They said to him, "We can."  
Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am 
baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for 
those for whom it has been prepared."  
When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John.   
Jesus summoned them and said to them, "You know that those who are recognized as rulers over 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt.  But it 
shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; 
whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.  For the Son of Man did not come 
to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
 
Here ends the Gospel reading 
 
 
It’s easy to say I want to be like Jesus when I consider his character. He is the epitome of love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. When I study 
the Gospels in order to discover the depth of His person, that fruit is what I see in his person. I 
am able to consciously work on those attributes for myself. Over time, I can see how I’ve grown 
in each. 
 
But what about the fullness of who he is? Do I really want to be entirely like Jesus? Do I want to 
be everyone’s servant? After all, he is the servant of all. Don’t I enjoy being served – at least 
occasionally? 
 
Then there’s so much more about him that makes me take pause. He gave his very life – not 
just for me – but for all mankind so that everyone created in the image and likeness of God 
might be reconciled to him. He gave his life for the haters and the prejudiced and the racists 
and the murderers. And he didn’t give his life for us in a simple manner, like peacefully dying in 
his sleep.  
 
Do I really want to be like Jesus? 
 



Oh, Lord, forgive me for often wanting to be like you in name only or when it seems an easy 
task. Give me Grace to surrender to your work in my life that I can become fully like you – 
whatever it takes and for whatever your purpose. For I know I cannot share in your glory if I do 
not share in your suffering. Amen. 
 
Do you want to be like Jesus? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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