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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
November 4, 2018 
Gospel Reflection 

 
 
 
 
Mark 12:28B – 34 One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, "Which is the first of all the 
commandments?"  
Jesus replied, "The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength. The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these."  
The scribe said to him, "Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, 'He is One and there is no 
other than he.' And 'to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself' is worth more than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices." 
And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he said to him, "You are not far from 
the kingdom of God."  
And no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
Even though the scribe understood what the greatest commandments were, Jesus said he was 
only ‘not far’ from the kingdom of God. Why? Because understanding is from the mind. 
 
I recall that Jesus said those who are like little children can enter the Kingdom. In fact, I 
reflected on that recently; the innocence, trusting nature and forgiving attitude of children is 
where we all have been at one time. 
 
But how can I actually be like a little child? And if I can’t, will I not be accepted into the 
Kingdom? My personal faith journey includes reading Sacred Scripture daily and studying 
Church teaching.  Here are my thoughts on this passage. 
 
When we are baptized – at whatever age – we are made fresh and clean and new in Him; at 
that moment we are pure and innocent, like little children. And what is the resulting Grace of 
our baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit? We have entered the Kingdom of 
God - that one, holy, catholic, apostolic church universal. Later, when we receive the Sacrament 
of the Eucharist, what is the Grace? We are in union with Christ.  
 
Between appropriation of our Baptismal vows, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the 
reception of the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Messiah in the Eucharist, we are at that 
moment fresh, clean and new. We are innocent. We do not observe the Kingdom of God 
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somewhere out there with our minds. Because we are in union with Him, we actually are the 
kingdom of God. How? It is beyond understanding. It is about the heart. It is a Mystery. 
 
When I receive Jesus in the Eucharist and return to my daily life I am obligated to live the 
Kingdom of God. When people see me at home, or work, or play, it is the Kingdom of God I am 
sent to present. That is an enormous responsibility. When I keep myself aware of that charge, 
and truly live the two great commandments, God the Holy Spirit can work more freely through 
me to draw others to him and they, too, can live the Kingdom of God.  
 

Lord, keep me mindful of your Presence within. By your Grace I can live the Kingdom of 
God that it may expand in the world. 

 
How does your mindfulness of this responsibility effect your actions throughout the day? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
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