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Mark 12:41-44 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and observed how the crowd put money into 
the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums.  A poor widow also came and put in two small 
coins worth a few cents. 
Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, "Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in 
more than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed from their 
surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood." 
 
Here ends the reading. 
 
 
 
In the 21st Century, in middle class America, what does it mean to give our entire livelihood to 
the Lord, like this poor widow? Last Sunday we heard about Bartimaeus who did the same – at 
the sound of Jesus’s call, he threw off the cloak that contained all the coins he had begged for 
that day; he let it all go to follow Jesus. 
 
Many times I have given my last dollar to a person in need. But I also knew a pay check would 
be coming in a week or two, so the pain of my empty pocket and bank account might not be 
very great.  
 
Perhaps quitting a well-paying job, or not seeking a better one, is how to give all to do exactly 
what Jesus called me to. My husband did that when he pastored a tiny church in northwest 
woodsy New Jersey, in 1989. And then, he did that again when he chose to follow Jesus to his 
ordination to the priesthood in the Catholic Church. He could have found a better job with 
actual benefits and a 401K that would come in handy at some point soon. (After all, we’re in 
our late 60s!) But he followed Jesus instead; and now, though he is crazy busy, he is the 
happiest he’s ever been. I’m qualified for a relatively high paying administrative position. I’ve 
chosen, instead, to write what I hope will change hearts, for little or no financial return; I know 
it’s how Jesus wants to use me. Fortunately, he’s also led me to build a business that changes 
lives in countless other ways and that not only fills in financial gaps now, will also allow us to 
retire comfortably. Doing what Jesus has called me to, rather than what might seem more 
practical, has filled me with contentment, too. Still, we are not destitute by our giving. We have 
a home and vehicles and food on the table each day. But, I wonder if thinking that way misses 
the point. 
 
Look at the widow and her son who were instructed by Elijah, in the First Reading, to use her 
last ingredients to make Elijah a piece of bread. She gave all and was blessed beyond all reason.  



When we lived in New Jersey, we had a very wealthy friend. He lived in a massive house on an 
acre of land in a gated community with his wife and four sons. Stan continually gave money and 
time and talent and energy to people with less than him. But he couldn’t out-give God. It 
seemed the more he gave, the more God returned. 
 
It’s not about having nothing in the end, is it? Following Jesus is about giving everything. 
 

Lord, give me Grace to do exactly what you want me to do and to be exactly where you 
want me to be. Give me Grace to give all that I am and all that I have to your call. 

 
What does giving everything you have to Jesus look like for you? 
 
To Jesus, through Mary. 
Cheryl Ann Wills 
 
 
 


